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For the sixth consecutive year, 
DAAHA will be participating in 
Give DeKalb County, a 24-hour 
online day of charitable giving on 
May 2, 2019. Give DeKalb County is 
coordinated by the DeKalb County 
Nonprofit Partnership (DCNP), a 
membership-based program of the 
DeKalb County Community Foun-
dation that exists to strengthen the 
DeKalb County nonprofit sector 
through leadership, training, profes-
sional development.

DAAHA is one of almost 100 partici-
pating local non-profit organizations 
in Give DeKalb County 2019. Over 
$50,000 has been committed to a 
proportional gift-matching bonus 
pool by Community Partners. Your 
generous donation to DAAHA will 
be amplified on May 2 by a percent-
age of the bonus pool. The more 
online donations DAAHA receives 
on May 2, as compared to other 
participating organizations, the more 
DAAHA will receive from the bonus 
pool. Your generous unrestricted 
donation supports DAAHA’s general 
operating fund.

Join us on May 2 to make an  
even greater impact! You can  
participate in two ways:

1. Go to the website at https://www.
givedekalbcounty.org anytime 

Support DAAHA During 

Give DeKalb County 2019!

between12:01 am and midnight on 
May 2nd and make a donation of 
any amount. The minimum online 
donation is $5.00.

2. Walk into the DeKalb County 
Community Foundation at 475 
DeKalb Ave., Sycamore, IL and make 
a donation by cash or check from 
8:00 am—8:00 pm on May 2. These 
donations must be “in person, by the 
person,” meaning that the account 
holder must be the individual to  
deliver the donation. These dona-
tions will be added to the donation 
total and will be enhanced by the 
bonus pool.



Can you imagine what it would 
have felt like to take the stage 
after Elvis Presley had just 
finished singing “Blue Suede 
Shoes,” or taking over for Joe 
Montana in the fourth quar-
ter of a playoff game?  Some 
people are just a hard act to 
follow, and none more so than 
our very own Norm Larson.  
As president for the past three 
years, Norm has been instru-
mental in developing DAAHA

into a dynamic organization at the heart of our community. 

During his tenure, Norm oversaw the expansion of DAA-
HA’s mission to include the cultivation of innovation as 
the natural complement to the organization’s focus on the 
historical accomplishments of our area’s agricultural giants.  
Through strategic planning sessions held at Larson Farms, 
Norm helped set the course for DAAHA’s future, ensur-
ing that our investment in the past would be leveraged to 
ensure dividends for the future.  

As a result, DAAHA’s annual Evening With Innovators 
was launched, establishing a forum for both locally and 
nationally recognized trailblazers to share their ideas and 
successes with our community.  The “Innovator of the 
Year” award was established to recognize the people and 
institutions that continue the tradition of creative think-
ing in our own backyard, and collaboration with problem 
solvers like DeKalb County Community Gardens became a 
priority as DAAHA sought to have a greater impact on the 
lives of local residents.

During the three years that Norm presided over the organi-
zation, he worked with the indefatigable Sue Breese and the 
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DAAHA Presidents Report
ever-resourceful Kevin Hickey to improve and expand 
the Barn Tour.  In collaboration with the  
Glidden Homestead, the event grew substantially in 
size and scope.  Building on the dedication and pas-
sion of past president Larry Mix, Norm helped shep-
herd the installation of several more DAAHA-spon-
sored historical markers in the area, including plaques 
that recognized the accomplishments of Jacob Haish, 
DEKALB Swine Breeders, and the genetic wizards at 
DEKALB Poultry.  

These are just some of the milestones achieved during 
Norm’s term.  They and the many others that could 
be listed stand as reminders of his bottomless energy, 
his kind, collaborative spirit, and his dedication to 
his friends and community.  I do not expect to fill his 
shoes, blue suede or otherwise, but I look forward to 
taking some steps in the right direction on the firm 
ground he has left behind.  Norm always said it was 
the people around him that made DAAHA a success, 
and while I think he was being overly modest about 
his contributions, as I look around at the faces of  
the incoming board, some familiar and several new  
to me, I am encouraged that I will enjoy the same 
support he did.  

Thanks, Norm, for taking DAAHA to the next level.  
Like the other innovators we celebrate, you’ve set a 
high bar, and I hope to live up to it.

Sincerely,

Bryan Flower
President of the Board
DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Association

 Bryan Flower
 DAAHA board president

Charlie Krull worked for DEKALB Ag for over thirty 
years and later ran his own seed consultancy company. 
Charlie was an avid member and volunteer for DAAHA, 

Warren R. Holdridge worked on corn seed research for 
DEKALB Ag for 47 years, and later worked at a consultant 
for Monsanto. He was an enthusiastic volunteer for over 

In Memory:  Charlie Krull,  1933 - 2019

In Memory:  Warren Holdridge,  1931 - 2019

presenting a program titled “Dr. Norman Borlaug: Hunger 
Fighter” on the organization’s behalf. 

fifty years with various organizations, and was a long-time 
member of DAAHA

Bryan
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DAAHA Welcomes 
New Board Member & New Intern

Welcome To The Board 
  Ellingsworth Webb
New Board member Elling-
sworth Webb was born in 
Chicago, but has lived in 
DeKalb for 43 years.  He is a 
graduate of Northern Illi-
nois University and his two 
daughters were born and 
raised in DeKalb. He has been 

employed by Eden’s Garden Apartments for 12 years 
and currently is the Assistant Property Manager.  He 
previously worked in the retail field as a Regional / 
District Manager for such companies as Gap, Carter’s, 
Victoria’s Secret and Liz Claiborne. He got his start in 
the retail field working during college at Finn’s LTD, 
here in DeKalb.  That start encouraged and furthered 
his emergence in the DeKalb community.  

He has deep roots of commitment through his 
family, Church and love for the DeKalb Community.  

DAAHA Introduces the 2019 Board of Directors

Bryan Flower, President
Tom Plote, Vice-President
Anna Schelkopf, Secretary
Steve Faivre, Treasurer

Ellingsworth serves the community through a variety 
of organizations:  DeKalb Kiwanis, DeKalb County 
Community Gardens, Youth Service Bureau of DeKalb 
County, City of DeKalb Citizen Community Enhance-
ment Commission, NIU Alumni Association Emer-
itus Board and Election Judge / Deputy Registrar for 
DeKalb County.

Ellingsworth joined DAAHA to celebrate the agricul-
tural history of DeKalb County and wants to focus on 
embracing diversity through innovation.  “I believe the 
future of agriculture is focusing on increasing Women, 
Minorities (African American, Asian, Hispanic) and 
Younger Farmers.”

“I also believe we can improve lives through training 
and reduce hunger, improve the soil with cover crops 
and producing food to eat locally.”

David Barrow
Art Bingham
Pinakin Desai
John Diedrich

Lisa Freeman
Joy Gulotta
Brent Hueber
Gary Lothson

Bob Myers
Kara Poynter
Julie Ruffatti
Mark Stelford

James Stoddard
Nate Taylor
Ellingsworth Webb

Joining DAAHA for the Spring semester 
is intern Sarah Belch. Sarah is majoring 
in Political Science at Northern Illinois 
University and is also pursuing a minor 
in Non-Profit and Non-Government 
Organization Studies as well as a 
certificate in Public Service Leadership. 
As a senior, Sarah will be graduating 
in May 2019. At DAAHA, she helps 

Donna with events, social media, website 
design, the newsletter, and various other 
tasks. Sarah hopes to learn a wide array 
of new skills, to network, and to help the 
operations and programs of DAAHA 
however she can. Sarah came to DAAHA 
through the selective DCNP Internship 
program generously funded by the  
Roberts Family Foundation. 

Welcome, Intern!



Mary Fraser Hodson
Barbara Rauman

Tom and Nancy Plote

Welcome New DAAHA Members
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On Friday, March 28, DAAHA participated in the Sycamore 
Community Expo hosted by the Sycamore and DeKalb Chambers 
of Commerce at the Sycamore High School field house. Joined by 
over a hundred businesses and organizations, we were able to meet 
countless new faces and connect with many longtime supporters. 
We promoted our upcoming 2019 Barn Tour, told about our var-
ious programs, and shared DAAHA’s mission of innovation with 
everyone we met. Special thanks to our volunteers for helping us 
set up, network, and connect with everyone we encountered!

2019 DAAHA Board. 
Pictured R to L:  Front row, Julie Ruffatti, Ellingsworth Webb,  
Lisa Freeman, Anna Schelkopf, Bryan Flower. 
Back Row, Donna Langford, Steve Faivre, Joy Gulotta, Bob Myers, 
Tom Plote, and Jim Stoddard. 

DAAHA board member, Joy Gulotta talks to an 
attendee to the Chamber Community Expo.

May 2, 2019
Give DeKalb County
County-wide day of online giving to  
      almost 100 participating nonprofit 
          organizations

April 23 – 30, 2019 
3rd Grade History Expo 
Learning experience for local 3rd graders 
    hosted at the Farm Bureau

DAAHA Attends Community EXPO!

u

 DAAHA: 
2019 Non-Profit Participant In

  “Give DeKalb County”

— Talks About 2019 Programs —
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Ken L. Ehrhart grew up on a farm 
near Naperville, Illinois, and has expe-
rienced extreme weather throughout 
his lifetime of farming. Throughout his 
life, Ken has been blessed with a fasci-
nating memory for facts, figures and 
time. Ken’s remarkable memory, cou-
pled with his interest in weather-re-
lated events, makes him an invaluable 
resource and an interesting storyteller.

Ken recalls how brutal the winter 
began in December, 1951. The entire 
month was extremely cold and snowed 
heavily. By Christmas, all of the area 
roads were impassable. Ken’s Dad was 
dairy farming at that time. Trucks 
could not get to the farm, so they were 
forced to haul the milk cans up the 
gravel roads to the state highway by 
tractor and wagon. Ken remembers his 
Dad picking up his grandparents, aunt 
and uncle, and cousins on the same 
tractor and wagon and transporting 
them to their farm to celebrate Christ-
mas Day. 

June of 1958 was also noteworthy, due 
to the unseasonably cold temperatures. 

 Ken Ehrhart Reminisces

Speaking of the 
Weather:

Ken recalls 
it being very 
cold with a 
consistent 
north-north-
east wind. 
As he culti-
vated nearly 
every day of 
that month, 
he wore a 
blanket-lined 
coat, winter 
clothes, and 

drank hot chocolate every 
day at noon in an attempt to warm up. 
It was again very cold during Novem-
ber 1958, which made for a tough 
harvest season. The harvest of 1959 
was brutal. Winter set in early that 
year and never relented. Ken had thirty 
acres of corn in the field which did not 
get harvested until April of 1960. Many 
other local farmers were in the same 
boat with similar stories.

Ken remembers plowing on April 15, 
1961 and being dry 
because of the amount 
of dust that the plow 
was kicking up. We 
can only imagine his 
surprise when he woke 
up April 16 to go to 
church and the roads 
were nearly impassable 
from an overnight 
snowstorm. The snow 
lasted three days  
before all of the  
neighbors got 
together to finish 
shelling out all of their corn cribs. 

A major ice storm hit the area in mid 
January 1965. Ken’s farm was out of 
power for two days, but many around 
Shabbona were out of power for a 
week. The week of February 24, 1967 
experienced heavy snow and strong 
winds. University Road and many oth-
ers were nearly closed and semi-trucks 
had jack-knifed on Route 30. 

The cold, wet weather continued which 
caused field work in the Spring to be 
delayed until the middle of May. That 
trend continued with a very wet, very 
late fall. Ken finished harvesting his 
corn on January 4, 1968. The high tem-
perature on that day was five degrees 
below zero. Keep in mind, harvesting 
was done with a two-row corn picker 
mounted on an open platform IH 706 
tractor. No cabs! Ken was not the only 
local farmer who suffered through 
corn picking that year. Weather is an 
unpredictable, uncontrollable factor 
in the life of a farmer, but it has never 
stopped Ken from getting the job done.

Editor’s note:  This is the second installment continued from the Winter 2018 issue.
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Interview with Sue Breese

Tell us a little bit about yourself.  
Born and raised in DeKalb, right out of high school 
I worked for DEKALB Ag, for thirty years. Started 
out in the payroll department, then I moved to the 
distribution department. We were in charge of  
making sure the seed got in the proper place all 
over the world. Ended up in the IT department as 
the technical trainer, in which we had a distance 
learning center where we were able to train every-
one throughout the world from DeKalb. That was in 
2004, December, when our department was eliminat-
ed, when Monsanto had purchased [DEKALB Ag]. 
After that, I took some time off to work on my family 
genealogy, so I came to the Joiner History Room and 
asked if they could use some help. That was it. Been 
here ever since. 
 

Can you tell us about your history of  
involvement with DAAHA, both in the  
Joiner History Room and personally?  
Because of working for the Ag for 30 years, we had 
collected a lot of artifacts and things like that, which 
we had stored in various locations in hopes that 
someday we would have a museum of some kind. 
Originally, they were stored in what we called the 
“chicken coops”, by the office. They were red brick 
buildings to the east of the main office. When Mon-
santo came along, they decided to throw all of it out. 
So several of us rescued the documents and photos. 
So that was the involvement right away. Eventual-
ly, we were able to get organized enough to create 
DAAHA. And the rest is history.  

You mention that you had been saving the 
materials. Was the material in the “chicken 
coop” stuff that your group was aware of, 
and had put there?  
Yes. That was an off-site storage. [Monsanto] didn’t 
see that there was any value in the historical infor-
mation.  When we got wind of it, we retrieved it. 
There were original incorporation papers, and all 
kinds of stuff like that. Pictures, and other irreplace-
able stuff. Since [the formation of DAAHA], I served 
on the original board. Up until a month ago when 
I wasn’t able – I had exhausted my time; nine years 
with the board.  
 

DeKalb County Historian Sue Breese has been a friend and member of DAAHA for many years, and 
played a critical role in forming the organization itself. Today, she is the director of the Joiner History 
Room in the Sycamore Public Library. We conducted an interview with Sue to learn about her, the 
history behind DAAHA and DEKALB Ag, and what happens at the Joiner History Room. Following 
is the interview transcript with Sue. The Joiner History Room is moving to the DeKalb County  
History Center building soon. Check their website at http://www.joinerhistoryroom.org for updates 

and contact information.

Supervising filming crew from CBS 48 Hours, January 13, 
2013 who were filming a story about Maria Ridulph.
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Give us a few examples of how the Joiner 
History Room is involved with DAAHA?  
We work hand-in-hand very well. There is a lot of 
background information and historical information, 
we (JHR) can give to DAAHA. Donna [Langford, 
manager of DAAHA operations], for example, is not 
from here, and there is a lot of the history to begin 
with that she wasn’t aware of, so we were able to fill in 
a lot of the blanks. We share a lot of the photo ar-
chive,  so we definitely work hand-in-hand. 

What happens here at the Joiner History 
Room?  
You never know what’s going to happen here. You 
never know who’s going to walk through the door. 
You never know what kind of questions they’re 
going to have. It could be someone doing genealogy 
research, could be somebody wanting to know the 
history of their home. We have had detectives in, 
wanting background information for some crimes 
that had happened. We’ve had people wanting to 
know exactly where boundaries are at. For example, 
an accident had happened on the county line and so 
they wanted to know exactly which county it was in. 
County Line Road is not the actual county line. So 
you just never know. We’ve had recently someone 

come in, wanting to know about a golf course 
down in the southern part of the county which is 
now a forest preserve, wanting information about 
that. There was a group of men in the southern 
part of the county who would get coffee every 
morning, and they were arguing about Sandwich 
and Somonauk being one and the same at one 
point. Some said yes, some said they weren’t - and 
they were. We’ve got the original documents that 
show all of those changes here, so we were able 
to answer that. You just never know what you’re 
going to get.  

Sheri Baker, Phyllis Kelly, Ellie Pai Hing from NBC5, Sue Breese, 
January 21, 2005

Joiner History Room staff touring their new home at the 
DeKalb County History Center

How do the people who come here use the 
Joiner History Room as an informational 
resource?  
In the research room, it’s open stacks. We have tons 
of three-ring binders that have subjects in them, over 
90 binders with obituaries. Everyone is able to pull 
stuff off the shelves themselves. We usually make 
sure one of the volunteers, or one of the staff, asks if 
the person needs help in what they’re doing, so we 
kind of get a feel for what they might want to look at. 
If there’s something in the back in the archives, we 
will bring it out for them, along with everything that 
might be in the other room.  
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Volunteer Appreciation

To celebrate National Volunteer 
Month this April, I would like to 
honor Milford (Mif) Clausen.  Mif 
was a farmer who managed some 
test plots for the DeKalb Agricul-
tural Association and worked close-
ly with Tom Roberts, Sr.  Mif was 
an inspiration to Emerson Wells 
and others when the company was 
purchased by Monsanto and talk 
began on how to preserve the her-
itage of the “Ag”.  Mif believed that 
the past can be an inspiration to 
future leaders.  Based on this belief, 
Mif became a volunteer at DAAHA.

In early 2012, I was invited to tour 
the DAAHA office and galleries 
as part of the job interview. I first 
met Mif at this time when he was 
cataloging donated objects along 
with Paula Rolland. I was hired and 
began work in May 2012. 

As I worked with Mif and learned more about him, my respect grew. He 
became my teacher through discussions of farming methods. Mif brought 
in a light box and spent hours looking at slides identifying the crops and 
the equipment pictured. He then explained to me how the equipment was 
used.   One example is the topper machine (pictured below).  Mif explained 
that the topper was used to detassel corn.  After the machine cut the 
tassels from certain rows, a human detassler crew would go in the field to 
remove any tassel remnants. 

In 2017, Mif was award-
ed DAAHA’s Volunteer 
of the Year award for his 
enthusiasm and dedi-
cation. I am honored to 
have known and worked 
with him.

Milford (Mif) Clausen  (1931 – 2019)
By:  Donna Langford, 
 DAAHA Manager of Operations

Mif was willing to help with any project including spending a day with 
me under a tent at the DeKalb Farmer’s Market.

The right row has been cut 
by the topper machine.
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Volunteer Opportunities 
No prior experience is necessary; all training and equipment are provided.

Opportunities Available In:
 Collections – data entry, describing, measuring, and photographing objects. 
 Scanning photographs and slides

 Cleaning – sweeping and general cleaning of the DAAHA work space. 

 Communications – update the website, post to Facebook and Twitter, or write 
 articles for the quarterly newsletter

 Educational Programs – present program in classrooms, help prepare program 
 materials

 Events – help with set up and tear down of event materials, during the event, 
 preparation of materials prior to the event.
	 	 •	 3rd	Grade	History	Expo	–	late	April	at	the	Farm	Bureau.	Conduct	a	program	
	 	 	 with	3rd	grade	students
	 	 •	 Soybean	Adventure	–	July	20,	2019
	 	 •	 DeKalb	County	Barn	Tour	–	August	10,	2019
	 	 •	 Evening	with	Innovators

	 Office	–	help	with	mailings,	filing	and	paper	shredding
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DAAHA greatly values the opinions of its donors and members. Please take five minutes to com-
plete our survey. If you have suggestions you would like to see implemented, or general comments 
about our organization, please write them in the space provided at the bottom of the survey.

You can tear out this page and drop it off in-person, or Mail it back to DAAHA, at:
   111 South Second Street, Suite 204, DeKalb, IL 60115. 

Question 1:   What kind of activities would you be interested in attending as a member of DAAHA? 
(Choose as many as apply.) 

 n Exhibit gallery visits n Informational lectures 
 n Evening with Innovators event n Barn Tour event
 n  Barn Tour event n  Other: ____________________________

Question 2:   What topics would you be interested in learning about in an exhibit, lecture, or program 
at DAAHA? (Choose as many topics that apply.) 

 n  Modern agriculture innovation n  Historical ag innovation
 n  Future ag innovation n  Other: ____________________________

Question 3:   If you were to attend a DAAHA event, what days might you be available to attend? 
(Choose as many days that apply.) 
 n  Monday n  Tuesday n  Wednesday
 n  Thursday n  Friday n  Saturday
 n  Sunday

Question 4:    If you were to attend a DAAHA event, what times would you be available to attend? 
(Choose as many times that apply.) 
 n  Mornings (Around 8:30AM-10:30AM) n  Afternoons (Around 12:30PM-2:30PM) 
 n  Evenings (Around 5:30PM-7:30PM)

Question 5:    What suggestions do you have for DAAHA? (Programs, events, newsletter content, exhibits,  
new topics, etc)
 ______________________________________________________________________________________
 ______________________________________________________________________________________

Question 6:   Do you have any other comments for us?
 ______________________________________________________________________________________
 ______________________________________________________________________________________
 ______________________________________________________________________________________
 ______________________________________________________________________________________

Member Survey
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April Is National Soybean “Foods” Month

DAAHA Salutes 
The Soybean Producers Of DeKalb County

2017 Illinois 
farmers planted 
10.5 million acres of soybeans —
Average yield = 58 bushels / acre

In the 
last 25 years, 
over 800 soy

products were
introduced

Illinois 
has

43,000 
Soybean
Farmers

Most 
soybeans are 
processed for 
their oil and 
protein for 

animal feed 
industry!

Terrie Tuntland’s 1930 Ford truck

1930 Henry Ford invested in using 
soybean oil to make paints and plastics.
Since 2011 all Ford vehicles (over 18 million) 
contain soybean products

– Join DAAHA at the Soybean Adventure in Waterman, Illinois –
July 20, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm



Membership Form
NAME ____________________________________________________  n  I wish to remain anonymous
   (as you wish it to be printed in materials)

Address _____________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip________________________________________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________ Email ____________________________________

n  I prefer to receive my newsletter by email.
n  Single or Family Membership $50.00 (Membership is an Annual renewal)
n  Student Membership $10.00 (Membership is an Annual renewal)
n  FFA Chapter Membership $25.00 (Membership is an Annual renewal)
n  I would like to make a donation to the endowment fund in the amount of $______________
n  I would like to make a donation to the Annual Operating Fund in the amount of $ ____________
 In Memory of ____________________________________ (optional)

  Make checks payable to DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Association, Inc. (or DAAHA)

  Mail Membership Form To:  DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Association, Inc.
      111 South Second Street, Suite 204
      DeKalb, IL 60115

DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Association, Inc.
111 South 2nd Street, Suite 204
DeKalb, IL  60115


